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Great is Godos f ai t $triggleshogamaih steadfastinthe
As we make our journey through
Lent and draw nearer to the joyful love that we bear to others. The Lenten
celebration of the renewal of life at season thus, has given us the opportunity
Easter, we ponder -to oenew®ur tbdesandnneercyein our
ending love and mercy. The season own embrace of Godds f
of spring, which has just begun, di-
#/ . 4 %. 4 3 rects our attention to this experience | pray that these Newsletter articles
of Godds r en eis stgpd- lalout eour sisters in some parts of
News fr om \e rfastzlove hexad ceases; His mercies the world where there is much suffering .
never come to an end; they are new  will inspire you to find hope and ex-
every mo r n(Lamgnétons perience solidarity with the people
UN-NGO Commission on 3 :22.23). concerned and with our sisters who
the Status5o0of Women é. .. journey with them. May their presence
It is with this knowledge that we and work among the many who suffer
move forward each day trusting that displacement, hunger, deprivation of
I rag Octob@&r Gddislhére withéus, despite the destruc- freedom, etc. be a renewing reminder
tion of life around us, the sufferings of Godds steadfast | ov

experienced in so many places in the

DSI Event sl112 Oybrid€bcluse of greed, hate, the  Sr. M. Therese Clement, O.P.
pursuit of power and control over International Coordinator, DSI
resources and people and our own

%73 &2/ - 6%. %: 5%, !

Please remember the Sisters of the Congregation of
Santa Rosa de Lima, native to Venezuela, other
Dominican missionagongregationgDominicas de Santa
Catalina de Sena, Colombianas, Dominicas Hijas de N
Serora de Nazareth, Dominicas Misioneras de la Sagrada
Congregacién Santo Domingo, Soeurs de Charité de la P
and Hermanas Dominicas de Nuestra Sefiora de RoOS
Fatima)the Friars and other members of the Dominican
Family serving in Venezuela.
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As you will see in the attached letter from Sr.
Emerita Avila Urribarri, General Prioress of the
Sisters oSanta Rosa de Lima, these are
very trying times for the sisters and for
the Venezuelan peopl&hanks for your
attention.

Merida January 5, 2017 that our country is witnessing a dictatorship that
Dominican Sisters DSI stems from an ideology extended to all human
beingds dimensions as 1in
torship, (economics, culture, family but most of

Dear Sisters: accept our warm greetings a{i)education that is beingsteped with the
as our wishes that the Holy Spirit fill you wiif of creating a new citizen, a sort of new per-
the wisdom, health and grace that enable ys@icendowed with a single thought). In order
go on joyfully dedicating yourselves to Jésuachieve this, the government makes use of
Christ through the mission with which you were a r to dominate peopl e,
entrusted. We express our endless gratituggolgps or unions, whose mission is to hate, pur-
God for the work that you are carrying outsife and destroy any dissident thoughts. Those
the Order, to the benefit of our peoples, a""(ﬁﬁa think differently or express disagreement,
S

at the generous service of those most in NEef o in the streets to protest, among other
Today, more than ever, people find themselye essions, are prosecuted, threatened and
in an environment marked by a consciousfig8s ' P ’

of freedom, justice and dignity, which requftéésed. There have been cases in which some
our presence that b e8oplghavedostthairdives. Rlectopsyvere held,
however the government has an institutional
The reason for this letter is to share some irddrantage due to its own power. During the last
mation with you about the situation of our oelections in which the National Assembly was
Congregation in Venezuela, mainly underligiegted, people voted for some parties that were
that God is present throughout our lives gfflerent from that of the Government. Howev-

mission. He never abandons us; we perceivgHige government does not respect the Parlia-

presence while looking for solutions, thus ME ¢ 8s autono my or freed:

turing in us solidarity, fraternity, mercy and gen-. o .
erosgy, so that eachyday we Ii\);e a trug mirad|d> Important to highlight that we are living in a

estructive dictatorship, which will bring the
Venezuela is certainly experiencing a very EGHRUTY towards the abyss where progress, jus-
plicated situation, a bleak outlook that toudffgs@nd freedom no longer exist.

the various dimensions of the lives of all of its _

inhabitants. Power is concentrated in the fuff the_ other hand, _the economic embar_go,
tion of the government that goes hand in h ; ﬁecurlty and manipulation are shocking.

Present

ere is no liberty to organize an economic or

with a cult that I d Locidl 5r8'g§ess brgg?am.cl'ﬁ)e"b[h ke\ép% Bve-P O |

leader/s into gods. In this sense, we could 8A¥ing under control, blocking and control-

Cee -



-)33)/. "2) %& -- AOAE C T

#1180 . %73 &2/ - 6%. %: 5%, !

ling every idea, trade or acquisition. Moreover-, '

must be emphasized that for some people, thosid, .
who form the government, progress is limitle
They were able to become rauiiilionaires 3
without working. | mean that for some peopl®%
this led to an unexpected rise and an easy ri=s

duced to poverty, hunger and violence.

Unfortunately, Venezuela is categorized as on

the most unsafe countries in the world, prisone®¥: ,

in jail form a real mafia, protection of the weake ..\ - Al N w & st g

ones does not exist, crime and drug addiction tSyslhdzstlhy LIS2ZLXS R2ZAY3I

reign there. The insecurity we are réxpeing is 0FaAo LINERdAzOU &

great, criminals and offenders reach levels ofwhat little is produced in the country are on the

elty never before witnessed. Insecurity reignssen

every place or situation. There are various groups

or people who steal using weapons, extort, Kidis situation has become one of extreme pov-

nap, blackmail, kill or steal anything: a paireasty. It is difficult to find medicine. Hospitals are

shoes, a car, crops in farms or animals, whichiara state of great deterioration. They have the

killed and taken away from the place where tlgyipment required, but are without the supplies

peacefully graze. that are necessary for their operation. Hospitals
and our social security are in a state of real chaos.

The food situation is grave, and national prodiiteath is undermined due to corruption and indo-

tion is almost nothing. Very little is imported, atehce. Moreover, many of our doctors have been

the black market thrives and for a basic prodecicouraged to leave the country, and look for

one needs to pay 100% more than its price. bletter opportunities for economic development.

order to buy any type of food, drug or cleanifitnere is a huge shortage of medicine throughout

product at a better price, one needs to standha entire country. Many patients under regular

line even for more than 12 hours, without the céneatment are desperate; malnutrition is on the

tainty that there will be enough. Products are di$e. Mortality in the country has reached unac-

ficult to find and t beptable tevelk, iamd gndemic alisessgs, veheH head |

not enough even to pay for the least of their basitce been eradicated, have come back for this

needs. reason.

The Venezuelan State has expropriated privasefar as health is concerned, in Venezuela mor-
manufacturers, thus increasing the number of gality is rising, especially among children. Alt-
sons affected, i.e. the condition of both owndreugh the Venezuelan population is a joyful and
and workers since by not allowing these comfseendly one, tourism is collapsing. New airlines
nies to work, they have jeopardized productialg not land in the country. Venezuela is consid-
and because they have succeeded in makingtbeé as an unsafe destination. Venezuela is experi-
Stateexpropriated companies produce nothirncing the flight its inhabitants. Due to these aw-
and the factories have crashed, while prices of ful conditions people prefer to find jobs out of

8.
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the country, in a climate and living conditiamssis. The sisters have no health insurance. They
that are very harsh due to them becoming omly have the public insurance which does not
grants. cover basic health requirements. With many sis-
ters who do not work due to their age, and who
The Catholic Church is detested. Bishopsrn a monthly salary ranging from 10 to 12 dol-
priests or persons wls,itid iepossibla o meepbasw pifé nedds Tha w
conditions are insulted, threatened and mistrgattespread deprivation affects communities and
ed. During one of the most important procetiiis has consequences on the opportunities to
sions taking place in the country, that of the \&tudy, update, participate in organizations as well
gin of the Divine Pastor in Barquisimeto, this
year there was unanimous cry from the crg
asking for the miracle of a free, thriving, fair
advanced country.

This critical situation affecting our country affli
our lives and mission within the Congregatio
Dominican Sisters of Saint Rose of Lima.
Congregation was founded here in Venezuel
years ago as an answer to the chaos of a s
situation, when a group of brave young wo
took care of a virtually abandoned hospital.
day, our Congregation has 25 Communities
Works, 23 of which are located in Venezuela,
in Colombia in Girén, operating a nursing home
in the Diocese, and ather paristbased one in as international formation. The same applies to
Peru, in the Diocese of Chachapoyas. lay people accompanying us in the mission, who
fight daily to make ends meet in their families
In Venezuela there are 25 missions, of whichabd continue to be present where the poor
are schools, 5 nursing homes, 1 orphanageedds them.
houses of evangelization or fellowships and 1
Foundation helping the homeless poor. Findi@dien it is difficult not to have some milk or a
medicine, diapers, food, cleaning equipment,corn cake for breakfast, or deodorant or a bar of
frastructure maintenance or paying what perssmap to wash up, or the money to pay the doc-
nel actually deserves for its work is a real ctmal or not being able to find the medicine so
lenge. urgently needed; it is painful to not have the
money to pay for the n
As for internal religious community life it is nesimply to have to call off a subscription to a
essary to highlight that the Congregation has C28rch or Congregation magazine. | do not
sisters, among whom many are elderly and saaet to go on listing the difficulties of a beauti-
are sick, but we also have a good group of sistdrsountry, blessed with natural resources and
who are dedicated to the mission with joy andh a noble people, with a great and caring
mercy. We also have three junior sisters, six m@atrt, willing to work, love and build a different
ices, five postulants and various young worfigiire. What is more important is that the Mer-
in the process of entering the Congregatiog. of God is spread through the solidarity of-
Certainly onothing iferedithropgh sash pbojeat and ai all Gnoed. &Ve
we therefore go on even in the middle of thislieve in the love of God, who is approaching

@ee -
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us in the various situations of our lives ady God fill you with His blessings and guide
takes pity on our grief by offering simple actyai to the encounter with His love.

reconciliation, love and freedamt have witnessed

the affliction of my people in Egypt and haveSireedelyerours,

cry of complaint against their slave drivers, so | know

well what they are suffering. Therefore | havBrc&me dawkvila Urribarri

t o r escue -8t Bemgn&vindek ofSBiperioi7General

Godds | ove, we cannot turn our heads and hop
that someone else is going to care for the poor,

while walking far from the path of the nee@y. Dilcia Zambrano

As a Congregation, we recognize that it is tBaeretary General

to stop in order to raise our own awareness and

accept our task as believers towards those? e Sp/ r/t of the Lord s
brothers who are awaiting a gesture of freed6i,2/70/71ed me (o bring glad tidings to the poor.

mercy and solidarity. We live fearing our we&k/’3s se/l me [0 proclaim liberty (o caplives

nesses, but the strength of the Spirit fills us?{y /€covery of sight [o the blind, o /et ihe
R ressed go free, and to proclaim a year

with light, joy, courage and faith in order to &1 ol
nounce the hope of the Good News to téé)%ep tabl e lka1s1 fpeotediamisd o (

people whdoves, suffers and hopes. (R.G)

e Dﬂ ]l WOMEN'S ECONOMIC
“#1 " EMPOWERMENT IN THE
E %‘I" @ CHANGING WORLD OF WORK

6Y3%33)/. /& 4(% 5.)4%% .'4)/ .3 #/ - -
341453 | & 7/ - %.

- . ~ o~ Ve ~

5. (AAANOAOOAOORh . Abxp M1 WOFEihe - AOAE

The occasion of the twwe e k s Un i t evdnts.N'hettimeothrey spend together in New York
annualCommission on the Status of Women is also an opportunity to grow in their apprecia-
during the month of March provides Sr. Mardan of the Justice & Peace mission Dominican
ret Mayce, OP, DSDSI Representative at th&amily and the plight of women and girls in the
UN) with a unigue opportunity to invite Sistevsirious parts of the world where our Sisters live
from the continental regions of DSI to share amd are engaged in the mission.

her mission at the UN and to participate inthehi s year, the focus 1is
sessions of the Commission. erment in the changing world of work and the challenges
Since 2013, Dominican Sisters from each oanbechievements in the implementafithe Millen-
continental areas of DSI have participated imiine Development Goals for women and girls
formal sessions of the Commission and its (sigeeed conclusions of the féighth session)

cee
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Participants of 2017 | con OMirroforaso

(https.//eukleria. wordpress.com/2013/03/27/las -
mirroforas/#more -3003)

"It is no secret that we live dark times and that we f
quently feel perplexed and discouraged. Perhaps v
learn from the women who went to the tomb on Ea
morning bearing perfume, something of their abilit
cope with whatever may come our way with wisdon
courage.

First, we encounter some women who are "mirr6fo
i.e., those who carry perfumes, who rise early to gt
Srs. Juliana Idoko, OR& Clementina Oti, OPof anoint the body of Jesus. The allusion to the "first o
Nigeria representing the Continent of African and "sunrise" accompany his appearance in a scen
merged iruaiverse of new meanings: we are at the |
Srs. Judy Morris, OR& Sr. Margaret Hillary, OP ginning of the new creation and the light of the R
of USA representing the Continent of North AmeTine wraps them in its glow. They are aware of the
ca of the stone and their inability to move it, but that is

_ an obstacle in their determination to go to anoint
Sr. Rukhsana Yaqoob, OBf Pakistan &r.Em- body of Jesus .

manuel Yen Do, OPof Vietham representing th :
Continent of Asi®acific e(Cf' Dolores Aleixadre)

Sr. Laura Ines Nino Martinez, OPof Colombia The invitation for us is to share our gifts, our anxiet
& Sr.Helena Im, OP of Mexico representing th@nd our hogsist as the women who went to anoint
Continent of Latin America & the Caribbean.  the body of Jesus. These women, sharing the little
had, expected to find death; but instead, they encoul
_Sr. Helen Mgry Harmey, OFVf Ireland represent ey Jife. During our days together, we will learn of
ing the Continent of Europe . .
harsh reality faced by women and girls throughout
The following is a brief reflection that sets \yorld. But we will also hear stories of hope and of ¢
the tone for the Sis{Rhgdvedl, hednle Gdy CefperierdLsbnle
urrection, in the midst of darkness. And we will al
experience a great sense of solidarity with wo
throughout the vddketause in some way, we all share
the same reality.
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