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Great is Godõs faithfulness! 

 

As we make our journey through 
Lent and draw nearer to the joyful 

celebration of the renewal of life at 

Easter, we ponder upon Godõs never-

ending love and mercy.  The season 

of spring, which has just begun, di-

rects  our attention to this experience 
of Godõs renewing love:  «His stead-
fast love never ceases; His mercies 
never come to an end; they are new 
every morningéè (Lamentations 

3 :22.23).  

 
It is with this knowledge that we 

move forward each day trusting that 

God is here with us, despite the destruc-

tion of life around us, the sufferings 

experienced in so many places in the 

world because of greed, hate, the 
pursuit of power and control over 

resources and people and our own 

struggles to remain steadfast in the  

 

 
love that we bear to others.  The Lenten 

season thus, has given us the opportunity  

to renew our love and mercy in our 

own embrace of Godõs faithfulness. 

 

I pray that these Newsletter articles 
about our sisters in some parts of 

the world where there is much suffering , 

will inspire you to find hope and ex-

perience solidarity with the people 

concerned and with our sisters who 
journey with them.  May their presence 

and work among the many who suffer 

displacement, hunger, deprivation of 

freedom, etc. be a renewing reminder 

of Godõs steadfast love and mercy. 

 
Sr. M. Therese Clement, O.P.  

International Coordinator, DSI  
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Please remember the Sisters of the Congregation of 
Santa Rosa de Lima, native to Venezuela, other 
Dominican missionary congregations (Dominicas de Santa 
Catalina de Sena, Colombianas, Dominicas Hijas de Nuestra 
Señora de Nazareth, Dominicas Misioneras de la Sagrada Familia, 
Congregación  Santo Domingo, Soeurs de Charité de la Preséntation 
and Hermanas Dominicas de Nuestra Señora de Rosario de 
Fátima), the Friars and other members of the Dominican 
Family serving in Venezuela. 
                                   

 òHow lovely on the mountains are the feet that 
bring good news, the hands that weave peace, the 
mouths that speak truth and the hearts that  
bear Godõs loving presence - They who do work 
for communionó  (Inspired by Isaiah 52:7) 



Merida January 5, 2017 
 
Dominican Sisters DSI 
 
Present 
 
Dear Sisters: accept our warm greetings as well 
as our wishes that the Holy Spirit fill you with 
the wisdom, health and grace that enable you to 
go on joyfully dedicating yourselves to Jesus 
Christ through the mission with which you were 
entrusted. We express our endless gratitude to 
God for the work that you are carrying out in 
the Order, to the benefit of our peoples, always 
at the generous service of those most in need. 
Today, more than ever, people find themselves 
in an environment marked by a consciousness 
of freedom, justice and dignity, which requires 
our presence that bears Jesusõs mercy.  
 
The reason for this letter is to share some infor-
mation with you about the situation of our own 
Congregation in Venezuela, mainly underlining 
that God is present throughout our lives and 
mission. He never abandons us; we perceive His 
presence while looking for solutions, thus nur-
turing in us solidarity, fraternity, mercy and gen-
erosity, so that each day we live a true miracle.  
 

Venezuela is certainly experiencing a very com-

plicated situation, a bleak outlook that touches 

the various dimensions of the lives of all of its 

inhabitants. Power is concentrated in the func-

tion of the government that goes hand in hand 

with a cult that idolizes the countryõs political 

leader/s into gods. In this sense, we could say 

that our country is witnessing a dictatorship that 

stems from an ideology extended to all human 

beingõs dimensions as in any totalitarian dicta-

torship, (economics, culture, family but most of 

all in education that is being re-shaped with the 

aim of creating a new citizen, a sort of new per-

son endowed with a single thought).  In order 

to achieve this, the government makes use of 

fear to dominate people, by creating òpoliceó 

groups or unions, whose mission is to hate, pur-

sue and destroy any dissident thoughts. Those 

who think differently or express disagreement, 

or march in the streets to protest, among other 

expressions, are prosecuted, threatened and 

abused.  There have been cases in which some 

people have lost their lives. Elections were held, 

however the government has an institutional 

advantage due to its own power. During the last 

elections in which the National Assembly was 

elected, people voted for some parties that were 

different from that of the Government. Howev-

er, the government does not respect the Parlia-

mentõs autonomy or freedom. In this situation, 

it is important to highlight that we are living in a 

destructive dictatorship, which will bring the 

country towards the abyss where progress, jus-

tice and freedom no longer exist.  

  

On the other hand, the economic embargo, 
insecurity and manipulation are shocking. 
There is no liberty to organize an economic or 
social progress program. The State keeps eve-
rything under control, blocking and control-
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As you will see in the attached letter from Sr. 
Emerita Avila Urribarrí, General Prioress of the 
Sisters of Santa Rosa de Lima, these are 
very trying times for the sisters and for 
the Venezuelan people.  Thanks for your 
attention. 



±ŜƴŜȊǳŜƭŀƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ƭƛƴŜǎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ 

ōŀǎƛŎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘǎ 

-)33)/. "2)%&                                                                 *ÁÎÕÁÒÙ - -ÁÒÃÈ  ςπρχ                        

ling every idea, trade or acquisition. Moreover, it 
must be emphasized that for some people, those 
who form the government, progress is limitless. 
They were able to become multi-millionaires 
without working.  I mean that for some people 
this led to an unexpected rise and an easy rich-
ness, while the majority of others have been re-
duced to poverty, hunger and violence.  

 
Unfortunately, Venezuela is categorized as one of 
the most unsafe countries in the world, prisoners 
in jail form a real mafia, protection of the weakest 
ones does not exist, crime and drug addiction 
reign there. The insecurity we are experiencing is 
great, criminals and offenders reach levels of cru-
elty never before witnessed. Insecurity reigns in 
every place or situation. There are various groups 
or people who steal using weapons, extort, kid-
nap, blackmail, kill or steal anything: a pair of 
shoes, a car, crops in farms or animals, which are 
killed and taken away from the place where they 
peacefully graze.   
 
The food situation is grave, and national produc-
tion is almost nothing. Very little is imported, and 
the black market thrives and for a basic product 
one needs to pay 100% more than its price.  In 
order to buy any type of food, drug or cleaning 
product at a better price, one needs to stand in 
line even for more than 12 hours, without the cer-
tainty that there will be enough.  Products are dif-
ficult to find and the working classõ salaries are 
not enough even to pay for the least of their basic 
needs. 
 
The Venezuelan State has expropriated private 
manufacturers, thus increasing the number of per-
sons affected, i.e. the condition of both owners 
and workers since by not allowing these compa-
nies to work, they have jeopardized production; 
and because they have succeeded in making the 
State-expropriated companies produce nothing 
and the factories have crashed, while prices of  

 
what little is produced in the country are on the 
rise.  
 
This situation has become one of extreme pov-
erty. It is difficult to find medicine. Hospitals are 
in a state of great deterioration. They have the 
equipment required, but are without the supplies 
that are necessary for their operation. Hospitals 
and our social security are in a state of real chaos. 
Heath is undermined due to corruption and indo-
lence.   Moreover, many of our doctors have been 
encouraged to leave the country, and look for 
better opportunities for economic development. 
There is a huge shortage of medicine throughout 
the entire country.  Many patients under regular 
treatment are desperate; malnutrition is on the 
rise. Mortality in the country has reached unac-
ceptable levels, and endemic diseases, which had 
once been eradicated, have come back for this 
reason. 
 
As far as health is concerned, in Venezuela mor-
tality is rising, especially among children. Alt-
hough the Venezuelan population is a joyful and 
friendly one, tourism is collapsing. New airlines 
do not land in the country. Venezuela is consid-
ered as an unsafe destination. Venezuela is experi-
encing the flight its inhabitants.  Due to these aw-
ful conditions people prefer to find jobs out of 
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the country, in a climate and living conditions 
that are very harsh due to them becoming mi-
grants.  
 
The Catholic Church is detested. Bishops, 
priests or persons who denounce peopleõs awful 
conditions are insulted, threatened and mistreat-
ed. During one of the most important proces-
sions taking place in the country, that of the Vir-
gin of the Divine Pastor in Barquisimeto, this 
year there was unanimous cry from the crowd, 
asking for the miracle of a free, thriving, fair and 
advanced country.  

 
This critical situation affecting our country afflicts 
our lives and mission within the Congregation of 
Dominican Sisters of Saint Rose of Lima. Our 
Congregation was founded here in Venezuela 117 
years ago as an answer to the chaos of a similar 
situation, when a group of brave young women 
took care of a virtually abandoned hospital. To-
day, our Congregation has 25 Communities or 
Works, 23 of which are located in Venezuela, one 
in Colombia in Girón, operating a nursing home 
in the Diocese, and another parish-based one in 
Peru, in the Diocese of Chachapoyas. 
 
In Venezuela there are 25 missions, of which 14 
are schools, 5 nursing homes, 1 orphanage, 4 
houses of evangelization or fellowships and 1 
Foundation helping the homeless poor.  Finding 
medicine, diapers, food, cleaning equipment, in-
frastructure maintenance or paying what person-
nel actually deserves for its work is a real chal-
lenge.   
 
As for internal religious community life it is nec-
essary to highlight that the Congregation has 129 
sisters, among whom many are elderly and some 
are sick, but we also have a good group of sisters 
who are dedicated to the mission with joy and 
mercy. We also have three junior sisters, six nov-
ices, five postulants and various young women 
in the process of entering the Congregation.       
Certainly ònothing is impossible to Godó, and 
we therefore go on even in the middle of this 

crisis. The sisters have no health insurance. They 
only have the public insurance which does not 
cover basic health requirements. With many sis-
ters who do not work due to their age, and who 
earn a monthly salary ranging from 10 to 12 dol-
lars, it is impossible to meet basic life needs. The 
widespread deprivation affects communities and 
this has consequences on the opportunities to 
study, update, participate in organizations as well 

as international formation. The same applies to 
lay people accompanying us in the mission, who 
fight daily to make ends meet in their families 
and continue to be present where the poor 
needs them.  
 
Often it is difficult not to have some milk or a 
corn cake for breakfast, or deodorant or a bar of 
soap to wash up, or the money to pay the doc-
tor, or not being able to find the medicine so 
urgently needed; it is painful to not have the 
money to pay for the novicesõ formation or 
simply to have to call off a subscription to a 
Church or Congregation magazine. I do not 
want to go on listing the difficulties of a beauti-
ful country, blessed with natural resources and 
with a noble people, with a great and caring 
heart, willing to work, love and build a different 
future.  What is more important is that the Mer-
cy of God is spread through the solidarity of-
fered through each project and at all times. We 
believe in the love of God, who is approaching 



us in the various situations of our lives and 
takes pity on our grief by offering simple acts of 
reconciliation, love and freedom: òI have witnessed 
the affliction of my people in Egypt and have heard their 
cry of complaint against their slave drivers, so I know 
well what they are suffering. Therefore I have come down 
to rescue theméó Ex 3: 7-8.  Being convinced of 
Godõs love, we cannot turn our heads and hope 
that someone else is going to care for the poor, 
while walking far from the path of the needy. 
As a Congregation, we recognize that it is time 
to stop in order to raise our own awareness and 
accept our task as believers towards those 
brothers who are awaiting a gesture of freedom, 
mercy and solidarity. We live fearing our weak-
nesses, but the strength of the Spirit fills us up 
with light, joy, courage and faith in order to an-
nounce the hope of the Good News to this 
people who loves, suffers and hopes. (R.G) 

May God fill you with His blessings and guide 
you to the encounter with His love.  
 
 Sincerely yours,  
 
Sr. Emérita Ávila Urribarrí    
Superior General      
                        
 
Sr. Dilcia Zambrano  
Secretary General 
 
òThe Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he 
has anointed me to bring glad tidings to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim liberty to captives 
and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the      
oppressed go free, and to proclaim a year         
acceptable to the Lordó (Lk 4,18-19. Quoted from Is, 

61,1). Ç 
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The occasion of the two-weeks United Nationsõ 

annual Commission on the Status of Women 

during the month of March provides Sr. Marga-

ret Mayce, OP, DSCðDSI Representative at the 

UN) with a unique opportunity to invite Sisters 

from the continental regions of DSI to share in 

her mission at the UN and to participate in the 

sessions of the Commission.  

Since 2013, Dominican Sisters from each of the 

continental areas of DSI have participated in the 

formal sessions of the Commission and its side 

events. The time they spend together in New York 

is also an opportunity to grow in their apprecia-

tion of the Justice & Peace mission Dominican 

Family and the plight of women and girls in the 

various parts of the world where our Sisters live 

and are engaged in the mission. 

This year, the focus is upon womenõs economic empow-

erment in the changing world of work and the challenges 

and achievements in the implementation of the Millen-

nium Development Goals for women and girls 

(agreed conclusions of the fifty-eighth session) 
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Participants of 2017 

Srs. Juliana Idoko, OP & Clementina Oti, OP of 
Nigeria representing the Continent of African  
 
Srs. Judy Morris, OP & Sr. Margaret Hillary, OP 
of USA representing the Continent of North Ameri-
ca 

 
Sr. Rukhsana Yaqoob, OP of Pakistan & Sr. Em-
manuel Yen Do, OP of Vietnam representing the 
Continent of Asia-Pacific 
 
Sr. Laura Ines Nino Martinez, OP of Colombia 
& Sr. Helena Im, OP of Mexico representing the 
Continent of Latin America & the Caribbean.                                
 
Sr. Helen Mary Harmey, OP of Ireland represent-
ing the Continent of Europe 

The following is a brief reflection that sets 

the tone for the Sistersõ experience together: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Icon òMirroforasó :   
(https://eukleria.wordpress.com/2013/03/27/las -

mirroforas/#more -3003) 

 

"It is no secret that we live dark times and that we fre-

quently feel perplexed and discouraged. Perhaps we can 

learn from the women who went to the tomb on Easter 

morning bearing perfume, something of their ability to 

cope with whatever may come our way with wisdom and 

courage. 

 

First, we encounter some women who are "mirróforas", 

i.e., those who carry perfumes, who rise early to go and 

anoint the body of Jesus. The allusion to the "first day" 

and "sunrise" accompany his appearance in a scene sub-

merged in a universe of new meanings: we are at the be-

ginning of the new creation and the light of the Risen 

One wraps them in its glow. They are aware of the size 

of the stone and their inability to move it, but that is not 

an obstacle in their determination to go to anoint the 

body of Jesus ".      

 (Cf. Dolores Aleixadre) 

 

The invitation for us is to share our gifts, our anxieties 

and our hopes ð just as the women who went to anoint 

the body of Jesus. These women, sharing the little they 

had, expected to find death; but instead, they encountered 

new life. During our days together, we will learn of the 

harsh reality faced by women and girls throughout our 

world. But we will also hear stories of hope and of great 

courage. We will, in some way, experience a sense of res-

urrection, in the midst of darkness. And we will also 

experience a great sense of solidarity with women 

throughout the world ð because in some way, we all share 

the same reality.  Ç 
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